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process, to come to consciousness of Itself
as the triune God. Creation is not a
temporal act, but an eternal necessity, of
the divine nature. I am as necessary to
God, Eckhart is fond of saying, as God is
necessary to me. In my knowledge and
love God knows and loves Himself." *

Eckhart is followed, in the fourteenth
century, by John Tauler, and Nicolas of
Basel, ".the Friend of God in the Ober-
land." From these sprang up the Society
of the Friends of God, true mystics and
followers of the old tradition. Mead
remarks that Thomas Aquinas, Tauler, and
Eckhart followed the Pseudo-Dionysius,
who followed Plotinus, lamblichus, and
Proclus, who in turn followed Plato and
Pythagoras.2 So linked together are the
followers of the Wisdom in all ages. It
was probably a " Friend" who was the
author of Die De^tt$cke Theologie^ a book
of mystical devotion, which had the curious
fortune of being approved by Staupitz, the
Vicar-General of the Augustinian Order,
who recommended it to Luther, and by

1 Article " Mysticism."    Encyclopedia Britannica*
*QrpJieus, ^ 53,  54,   '